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Mayor and C01mcil Members 
Town of South Bruce Peninsula 

Dear Mayor and Council Members: 

MAR 1 0 2010 
'rOWI'j OF 

SOUTH DHUCl' pl'J\m,!~;ULf'. 

I am writing this letter regarding the proposed sewer project for Sauble Beach. 

We own a home on Gould Avenue, which is within the sewer boundary. We use this 
home throughout the year although we are usually only there on weekends, throughout 
the winter. We have many concerns about the sewer project continuing and would like to 
share some of these concerns, with you, in the hope that the project will be re-considered, 
These concerns can be summarized as the reasons for the sewer project, the current 300-
property plan and the (estimated) price tag for the property owners. 

First, what are the reasons for any sewer project, at Sauble Beach? We first heard of the 
sewer proposal when we bought our property in 2005. We attended the sewer 
information meeting at the school, in May 2006, and spoke to long-term residents, of 
Sauble Beach, in an effort to gather as much information as possible. What we found 
was that there was a wide range of opinion regarding the water and sewer proposal with 
very little support from seasonal residents. I recall a conversation I had, one Sunday at 
Church, with a long time cottager who worked for the Ontario Ministry of the 
Environment, for many years. In his opinion, there was no need for waters and sewers 
from an environmental standpoint. I think that it is fair to say that the results of the last 
municipal election were shaped by the sewer discussion and that the previous mayor lost 
the election, as voters voted "no" on the sewer issue. In summary, there does not seem to 
be a lot of evidence that the Sauble Community, at large, wanted to invest in sewers, even 
as proposed in 2006. 

Fast forward to the present. Now the proposal is for a limited sewer project for the 
"downtown" area of Sauble Beach. I would argue that the reasons for the larger 
community wide project are even wealcer when applied to a limited sewer proposal and 
one has to really wonder why the downtown needs sewers, if other areas are now being 
excluded. There are very few large year-round cottages/homes in this "downtown" area. 
The "downtown" business area is largely a ghost town from October to May. 
Please, walk through the area that is included in the current sewer proposal and you will 
see that it is not a highly populated area. Insofar as the summer months, yes, this area is 
busy with tourists, but they spend their recreational time at the beach and at attractions, 
and most of their sewage and waste needs are spread throughout the community, at 
cottages, trailer parks and campgrounds. If "dovmtown" Sauble Beach truly needs 
sewers, what about the other neighbourhoods with higher proportions of year-round, 
permanent and often much larger homes? 
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If the small sections of older cottages, on small lots, present an environmental risk with 
old septic systems, then enforce inspections and upgrades. Our own system was pumped 
and inspected in 2009 and we were informed that our system is working well and will last 
for many years to corne. In summary, whatever real needs exist in the downtown area, 
for greater sewage management, building a sewage treatment plant for 300 propelties, 
seems to be excessive and also ignores the other areas of Sauble Beach where the larger, 
year round homes are being constructed. The current proposal is like purchasing an 
expensive Cadillac to drive to the store when one can easily just walk, or use a bicycle. 
One other concern with the present plan is that, from what I have been told, it cannot be 
expanded, in the future. Again, this limited usefulness is like the Cadillac which, when 
purchased to drive to the store, can never be driven on the highway. Not a very practical 
purchase. 

Finally, there must be serious consideration of the cost of the proposed sewer project to 
both business and home/cottage owners. If the cost were equal to that of a new septic 
system, there may be an argument as to why this proposal deserves consideration. If the 
system is two times as expensive and will last two times as long, this proposal may still 
be worthy of consideration. However, news updates, from the Wiarton Echo, suggest 
that the costs continue to increase as bids are presented and that the real price tag is going 
to be more expensive than several new septic systems. Certainly, property owners have 
the right to know an accurate estimate of what they will be asked to pay for something 
that they may, or may not want. 

I am sure that everyone wants to ensure that Sauble Beach (and Lake Huron) remains the 
wonderful and clean place that it is. The Blue Flag designation is evidence that Sauble 
Beach is a rare treasure. Not only is the beach outstanding, the surrounding community 
with its many trees and beautiful dwellings make Sauble Beach a wonderful place to 
relax, live and work. We must all strive to preserve this great community. But, I would 
argue that the entire community must fully informed of any proposal(s) which will have 
an impact on the long-term well-being of the community. 

One final comment, for those who think that a sewage treatment plant at Sauble Beach 
will prevent future environmental problems, please, Google: Halifax, sewage treatment 
problems. The story does not inspire much confidence in the reliability of sewage 
treatment plants. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Woolner, M.S.W., R.S.W. 
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